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Motivation letter

For EVS project of Youth in Action Programme 

of European Commission
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Your Full Name

	Armine Grigoryan

	E-mail address

	youremail@domain.com

	Telephone (home, mobile)

	Home: (+374) 10 000000
Mobile: (+374) 77 000000

	Date of Birth

	26/05/1988

	Languages

	English
	Excellent   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Good  FORMCHECKBOX 
           Fair  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Russian
	Excellent   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Good  FORMCHECKBOX 
           Fair  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Spanish 
	Excellent   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Good  FORMCHECKBOX 
           Fair  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Armenian – native 
	Excellent   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Good  FORMCHECKBOX 
           Fair  FORMCHECKBOX 


	EVS Project start date (starting from which date you can leave to EVS project)?

	March 2010

	Preferred Duration?

	3 months (not recommended)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6 months
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9 months
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12 months
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Sending organization details:

	Name:     International Center for Intercultural Research, Learning and Dialogue (ICIRLD)
Office:     52/20 Andranik str., 0064 Yerevan, Armenia
Email:      evs@icirld.net
Tel/fax:  +374 10 366853
Website:  www.ICIRLD.net


	Brief personal presentation (describe you in a couple of words):

	I am a very active, creative and positive person. I like active and joyful life which I spend with my friends(. I like to enjoy my leisure with my friends by doing our best to make our life uniquely interesting. We discuss different issues, follow each cultural event, exchange many new ideas, etc. 
For me life is a chain of wonderful discoveries and experiences. Every day I try to learn something new, find something unique, and come to a new way of thinking. Most of all I value human communication, which I consider the most interesting, useful, fulfilling and fascinating experience. Everyone, who knows me, always says that I can communicate with any kind of people, irrespective of their character. And this is partly true as I arrange my communication styles in a proper way.
I stand for peace, tolerance and freedom; I believe in love, compassion and human kindness. I am ambitious, determined, hard-working and self-sufficient. On the other hand, I am very emotional, friendly, open-minded and communicative. I can easily integrate to any team or group work. I am an organized and responsible person.  In general I am optimistic, and I do believe that collective work and efforts of the people can make our world better.  

	Motivation and  expectations for taking part in EVS: 

	My motivation for taking part in EVS is based on many aspects. First it is a great chance for me to live and work abroad, to see another culture, to live in different atmosphere, to feel myself a citizen of the world, to become a more independent person and to bring clarity to my reasoning. Second It can help me to improve my English and Spanish. Third I can communicate, cooperate with children, teenagers and young people, be useful for them, and share with them with the knowledge and experience I have. I can be a part of something new, interesting. EVS is a good opportunity for me to find self realization, to make changes, to achieve something more, to use my inner potential doing something valuable, to lighten many hearths and bring light to my own being.
Besides all mentioned above I would like to take part in this project, because I will live far from my country, my family and my friends. Firstly it seems very difficult and sad, but I am looking forward to be enrolled because it will give me many friends of other nationality, I will overcome all difficulties and make decisions relying only myself and so on. And as a result I will gain more life experience and be more self-confident.
I have many expectations from EVS. I think such an experience will be good for my personal and professional development. I will learn how to integrate to a new culture and society, be independent, try and learn lots of new things, I’ll see new places, feel the real intercultural communication, have many new friends. From Professional viewpoint I will develop my language skills, my teaching skills. It will be very interesting to work with foreigners, to plan and realize projects, to understand their way of working, thinking and solving problems.
I have always been interested in other countries, their peoples, how they live, what kind of habits they have. When I had contacts with volunteers or tourists visiting my country, I have always realized that it’s so amazing to discover them, so I hope to discover a new world for me and learn many things and, who knows, may be change my attitude to some things.

Besides, I hope that by contacting and cooperating with socially active people I will bring to my home country their experiences and achievements in varied fields, which I will share and use here in Armenia.

	What are your spheres of interest in EVS (e.g. human rights protection, work with disadvantaged, social work, work with disabled people, environment, work with children etc.)?

	I am interested in social work, work with children and youth. There is nothing more pure and inspiring than dealing with them. I have realized the whole beauty of teaching, during my University practice. It is a happiness to see the grateful eyes of a child, to whom you have opened something new. There are so many ideas in me, which I want to make true. I can create a complete friendly atmosphere in any studying group; I can organize many group activities, games and competitions to make language learning more interactive and much easier. Also I am interested in project management, festival and training organization. During my Volunteer work, I have taken part in the organization of many social projects, festivals, trainings. And it would be a pleasure for me to share my experience, and to learn new things in this sphere.
I learned about the “Vilnius Residential House for children” and “Children Support Centre” projects from my sending organization and decided to apply to these projects giving priority to “Children Support Centre” project. I can invest and learn lots of things there. My abilities would be very useful there, and I am sure that I would be able to attain to my expectations while taking part in one of these projects. 
During my life experience I have developed quite good teaching, conducting, organizational and team work skills which I can use during the workshops addressed to the children. I can organize interesting and funny lessons for learning English, Russian, and Spanish using the direct method of teaching. I can as well as give music lessons to raise interest in children towards music by using dynamic, interactive and interest raising methods. 

	Your interests and hobbies?

	I am interested in history, literature, theatre and art. My hobbies are music and reading, writing. I play the piano and the guitar. During my musical education, I was singing in the chores and played in the drama club. Music is everything for me.The best way to express my feelings and emotions, and there is no one happier when I play guitar and sing. My days are full of music: I either make music or listen to music. I have a very diverse musical taste, from claasic music to House. I am completely in love with Irish and sapnish Folk music. My favourite artists are Norah Jones, Alanis Morissstte, and the Irish band “The Cranberries”. I never get tired of music.
Reading is my second favourite pass time. Favourite writers are James Joyce, William Faulkner, Haruki Murakami. I also wrire poems and short stories. Writing is another way to express myself. Whenever I feel something new, learn a new lesson of life, find something exciting or disgusting and unfair, and feel sad or happy I write. My poems reflect the inner me and my attitude towards everything surrounding me. 

	Educational background (where do you (did you) study, and what is your profession?

	I have a Bachelor degree in Philology, Pedagogy of English Language and Literature. I have studied at Yerevan State University, Yerevan, Armenia. I studied English from many aspects: phonology, lexicology, and linguistics, and stylistics, history of old English, Methodology, and theory of translations and have written two course works: first one was devoted to Bilingualism and the second one was a Survey of language teaching methods. 
English has always excited me and ignited my curiosity and passion. During my studies at Yerevan State University I really began to realize how many doors it opened for me. It gave me a chance to be more informed, communicative, to read so many works of literature in origin. I took a number of courses such as English Literature, Selected Readings of English and American Prose, English and American Poetry. I have read most of the major works of English literature starting with Beowulf and Canterbury Tales by Chaucer to the works written in the 20th century. Literature has become something really special for me; it has enriched me with a wide experience of life. I liked English literature so much, that has decided to continue studying it and eventually teaches Literature at the college level.
My second language in the University was Spanish. I have chosen Spanish, because of my great love for Spain. Spain is my passion. I like their language, music, kitchen, architecture and mentality. Spanish is like music to me, I find so much life in it. It is a language of joy, music and love. I was so happy, when I could read Don Quixote of Miguel de Cervantes in origin.

	Previous participation in national/international projects, if applicable?

	· Training course: “Intercultural Communications”, organized by International Center for Intercultural Research, Learning and Dialogue, held in Yerevan, Armenia (November-December 2009).

· The Armenian Republican Model UN Conference, organized by Armenian UN Association, Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs of the Republic of Armenia, UNA Sweden and UN DPI, held in Tsaghkadzor, Armenia (November 12 - 16, 2008). 

· Model UN Session the Second Cycle in Caucasus, organized by United Nations Association of Georgia, held in Tskhneti, Georgia (June 27 – July 04, 2006).

· Model UN Session the First Cycle in Caucasus, organized by United Nations Association of Georgia, held in Tskhneti, Georgia (July 15 – 22, 2005).

· Training course: “Junior Achievement’s Applied Economics Program”, organized by Junior                                 Achievements International, held in Yerevan, Armenia (September 2003 – May 2004).
During these projects and conferences I communicated with many people from other countries, and it will help me to live with people from other nationalities. Due to these projects I got experience to do team work, to work in multicultural group, find solutions in problematic situations, etc. All of them will also contribute to do this voluntary project perfectly.

	NGO experience (organization/organizations name, your role and functions and activities organized?

	Apart from formal academic education I have also devoted myself to extracurricular development by participating in social organizations and trainings. I have been a member of ‘Junior achievements’ international organization and I am one of the volunteers of Armenian UN Association office. I have taken part in UN International modeling In Georgia in 2007 and 2008, and every year I take part in the organization of the Junior Chess Festival in Yerevan held by Armenian UN Association. 
I am always glad and ready to do something for our society. I clearly see how many problems there are, and I am happy that I had a chance to do something good, even it were little things.

During my volunteering in JA I have visited many orphan houses In Armenia, and I am still an often guest in “Orran” an orphan’s home in my city, where I spend time with teenagers, read books and play guitar for them. 
In UN office I was taking part in the organizations of annual Yerevan chess Festival for children, and   much training for young people. I practiced my organizational and team work skills there.


Signature:   Armine Grigoryan                                                     Place, Date:  Yerevan, 12/01/2010
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                                                                        More information on EVS in the website of ICIRLD

                                                                                                         www.icirld.net

